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Turning a Corner?

A chart of industrial production — the output of manufacturers, miners and utility companies — suggests that the economy is poised to turn
around, but that the climb out of the current downturn will be a long one.
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All of Inflation’s Little Parts

Each month, the Bureau of Labor Statisties gathers 84,000 prices in about
200 categories — like gasoline, bananas, dresses and garbage collection —
to form the Consumer Price Index, one measure of inflation.

It's among the statistics that the Federal Reserve considered when it cut
interest rates on Wed day. The ries are weighted according to an
estimate of what the average American spends, as shown below.
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Each shape below represents how much the average American spends in diferent calegonies. Color shows change in prices from March 2007 fo March 2008
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