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Agenda Item 4 :
Regional technical cooperation in_statistics development

On behalf of the KNSO, I would like to comment on ESCAP & SIAP activities

and then introduce Korea's recent experiences. The objective of this brief report is to

provide ESCAP & SIAP with ideas to improve technical cooperation.

The KNSO believes that various initiatives implemented by ESCAP and SIAP have
been valuable in statistical capacity building among members of ESCAP and should

be continued in the future.

In particular, training courses provided by SIAP have contributed greatly to building
statistical capability in many developing nations in Asia and the Pacific region and
many of them still heavily rely on SIAP for their training. We especially appreciate

Japan's generous contributions.

The policy direction of some countries toward ODA (Official Development Aid)
with  anticipations of reducing funding to SIAP raises concerns among member
nations and regional international organizations alike. As such, the KNSO believes
that member states should strive to increase their contributions to SIAP. At this
time, the KNSO cannot commit to increasing its contribution to SIAP. However, it
will endeavor to persuade the budget ministry to contribute more to SIAP in the

future.

Next, the KNSO recognized the importance of technical cooperation with nations in
the region and has conducted various activities to promote cooperation. It built
bilateral cooperation relationships with many Asian countries to discuss statistical

issues facing each agency and explore effective solutions to their issues.

_20_



As study visit requests increased tremendously, the KNSO invited study tour
delegations from several countries. Their topics included issues such as housing price

index, IT, data-dissemination, and agricultural statistics.

In addition, the KNSO conducted statistical capacity building projects for devloping
countries in close cooperation with KOICA (Korea International Cooperation
Agency). Last year, four projects were conducted for Asian-African statistians and

Iraqi officials.
It is my recommendation that ESCAP and SIAP improve cooperation and

coordination of nations and international organizations for more effective training,

workshop, and capacity building.
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Agenda Item7 :

Producing population _estimates on an annual basis

Korean vital statistics is essential for producing annual population estimates.
Completeness of birth and death registration and information on causes of death are
two pillars for producing better statistics. Currently, Korean birth and death statistics
are complete. In the past, however, almost two-thirds of infant deaths were
under-reported under the civil registration system. To improve under-reporting
problems of infant deaths, the KNSO began to collect, evaluate, and integrate related
administrative data, such as cremation data and health reports, etc. As a result,

coverages of births and deaths are complete.

However, the accuracy of reported causes of death(COD) remains a challenging
matter. Nine percent of all deaths was given their causes of death by
non-professionals, primarily because of deaths outside hospital and our cultural
preference or avoidance for certain causes of death. This leads to higher proportion
of ill-defined deaths. To obtain more reliable COD statistics, the KNSO has two

approaches.

First, the KNSO conducts intensive reviews of all kinds of administrative data
related to COD.

Second, Trained COD coders perform telephone interviews on a continuous basis
with the relatives of the deceased, care-givers who reported the COD of the

deceased died outside hospitals.

In short, administrative data and in-depth inquiry and research could provide
supplementary measures to the civil registration system for strengthening vital

statistics.

We are going to continue to invest every effort in improving vital statistics, while

being involved in collaboration work with other countries facing common challenges.
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Agenda Item 8 :
Measuring the progress of societies

Korea would like to support various efforts on measuring the progress of societies.

The leading attempt by the Asia-Pacific region to define the real progress of society
represents an implication that the Asia-Pacific region wishes to achieve sustainable
development by overcoming side effects resulting from the previous development

which focused only on economic growth.

In this context, measures of Australia's progress, the Gross National Happiness of
Buthan, and Phillipine's Happiness Index are highly encouraging and welcomed. This
demonstrates that the Asia-Pacific region is playing a leading role in taking

momentous initiatives on societal progress.

Korea also has been putting efforts into developing sets of comprehensive indicators
covering not only economic aspects but also social and environmental factors. These
ideal practices for measuring progress are anticipated to be highlighted at the third
OECD World Forum which will be held in Korea.

So, I would like to encourage member countries of ESCAP to participate in the 3rd
World Forum and recommend that ESCAP officially collaborate with OECD for

implementation of Global Projects.
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